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Vocabulary List – HIV/AIDS
	Vocabulary
	Definition

	1. Sexually transmitted diseases (STD)
2. Sexual abstinence 
3. AIDS
4. HIV
5. Opportunistic infection
6. Incubation period
7. SIV
8. T-cells
9. Combination therapy

	1. Contagious infections that are spread from person to person by sexual contact. There are over 75 kinds of STD’s. Sometimes referred to as STI’s (sexually transmitted infections).
2. The choice to refrain from all sexual activity. This can be for someone’s entire life or for a given period of time (ex: until marriage).
3. Stands for Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome. This is a serious viral disease that destroys the body’s immune system.
4. Stands for Human Immunodeficiency Virus. This is the virus that causes AIDS. A person can be infected with HIV and not be suffering from AIDS.
5. An infection that happens only in people whose immune systems are not working very well (ex: the common cold or flu). These infections become more serious than usual because the immune system is weakened.
6. The period of time before any HIV symptoms occur. The virus can stay in a person’s body for a long period of time (even years) before any symptoms occur.
7. Stands for Simian Immunodeficiency Virus. This is very similar to HIV but is found in monkeys. It is believed that HIV came from SIV.
8. A type of white blood cell that is of key importance to the immune system. When the t-cell count of person who is HIV+ drops below 200, they are said to have AIDS. 
9. A combination of several drugs/medications that treat AIDS. This type of treatment does not cure someone of HIV/AIDS. These drugs slow the reproduction of the HIV virus and lengthens the incubation period of HIV. 



